
ON A SEASONALBE, [I.E. COLD, GRAY, DREARY, DRIZZLLE, WITH 
a forecast of sleet] November Saturday, roughly 30 
ISOAers sought sanctuary from the inclement elements 

in the their home away from home on winter Saturdays [AKA 
Pyle’s] to participate in the fi nal offi cial ISOA tech session of 
2007. The subject of the clinic was IRS hubs, but for many of 
those present, that was 
only a pretext to hang out 
at Bill and Sheri’s for a 
few hours and talk Tri-
umph. Actually, several 
hubs were “lifted and 
separated” courtesy of 
the Churchill celebrated 
“Magic Twanger.” Steve 

Snic
Braaapp

CLUB HUB CLINIC
TEXT & GRAPHICS BY BOB “SUDS” STREEPY

JANUARY 2008
Vol. I  Issue No. 426, $3.95 newsstand price

 “Git ‘er Done!” Publications, A division of the Busted Knuckle Group

NEWSLETTER OF THE ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION

DEDICATED TO THE ENJOYMENT AND PRESERVATION

OF TRIUMPH SPORTSCARS

CHICAGOLAND’S OLDEST AND MOST ACTIVE

TRIUMPH ENTHUSIASTS CLUB

NOW IN OUR FORTY-SECOND YEAR 
A CHAPTER OF THE VINTAGE TRIUMPH REGISTER

Yott brought one such proprietary tool that was designed for 
Spitfi res, [which he discovered -brand new!- at a garage sale]. 
It was soon broken in, so to speak, on Bill Jensen’s hubs, and 
later used to break several other hubs loose. While Steve put 
his new tool to work, Mike Mueller, Phil Fox and Joe Kaplon 
took turns using the hydraulic press, the Sawzall, and other 
tools of mass destruction to remove various trailing arm bush-
ings, splines, U-Joints, pressing out various stubborn parts. It 
was not apparently necessary, at least during my observations, 
to utilize Billy’s notorious fl ame wrench during this particular 
session, certainly a clinic fi rst.
 Peter Schopperly and Jack Billimack both used the 
TR6 version of the magic twanger to split their TR6 hubs 
under the observant eye of “Drippy.” There was certainly no 
doubt in anyone’s mind when the moment of truth
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ISOA EVENTS CALENDAR

ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION

 The ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an owners and enthusiasts club dedicated to ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an owners and enthusiasts club dedicated to ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION

the enjoyment and preservation of TRIUMPH cars. Monthly meetings are held at Mack’s 
Golden Pheasant on North Ave and Rt. 83 in Elmhurst (X marks the spot on the map), on 
the fi rst Sunday of every month (unless otherwise announced). Meeting time is 7:00 PM 
(roughly), but come early and have a beer and share some TRIUMPH BS with your fellow 
enthusiasts.
 The Board of Directors meets the fi rst Sunday of every month at Bill & Sheri’s house 
at 320 Linden St. in Itasca, at 4:30 PM. 

the fi rst Sunday of every month (unless otherwise announced). Meeting time is 7:00 PM 

SNIC-BRAAAPP is published monthly, most of the time, and should be expected before the ISOA membership meeting. 
Member contributions received by the 10th of the month will probably appear in the next newsletter, if at all. Submissions 
received later may be held until the following month. Submissions, accompanied by a sizeable gratuity, [remember- this is 
Chicago!] or plausible threat, are occasionally squeezed in at the last minute. All photos and disks will be returned upon 
request. Technical material is provided for reference purposes only and should be utilized advisedly, if at all. Opinions offered 
are those of the author’s and may not express the views of the ISOA board or the editorial staff of SNIC BRAAPPP. Continued 
rereading of SNIC BRAAAPP has been found to lead to cornea hemorrhaging and irreversible dementia.

Bob Streepy, 850 Kent Circle, Bartlett, IL 60103 email: trstreep@sbcglobal.net

SNIC BRAAAPP is published monthly by: SNIC BRAAAPP is published monthly by: SNIC BRAAAPP VIDataPrint LLC - 847/683-9683

ISOA UPCOMING EVENTS
Month Date Day Time  Event

Jan. 1st Tue.   Outer Drive Hero’s Rally, Miegs Field
 6th Sun. 7:00 PM ISOA General Membership Meeting [Board 4:30]
 12th Sat 8:00 AM TR6 Frame Welding Clinic - Pawlak’s - Hampshire
 19th Sat. 8:00 AM Differential Clinic, Kaplon’s - 15845 115th Ct, Orland Park
 26th Sat. 6:00 PM Big Bash ‘08, DesPlaines Elks Club

Feb. 10th* Sun. 7:00 PM ISOA General Membership Meeting [Board 4:30]
 16th Sat. 8:00 AM Transmission Clinic, Pyle’s - 320 N. Linden, Itasca
 24th Sun. 8:00 AM Swap Meet, DuPage County Fairgrounds

Mar. 2nd Sun. 7:00 PM ISOA General Membership Meeting [Board 4:30]
 15th Sat. 3:00 PM Chili Party, Hurst’s - 3103 Westgate Ln, Joliet
 22nd Sat 8:00 AM Carb Clinic - Location TBA 

Apr. 6th Sun. 7:00 PM ISOA General Membership Meeting [Board 4:30]
 12th Sat. 8:00 AM Distributor Clinic - Location TBA
 31st    25th Annual House on the Rock Tour

May . 4th Sun. 7:00 PM ISOA General Membership Meeting [Board 4:30]

Jun. 11-15 W-Sa.   TRA National Convention, Huron, OH

Aug. 5-8 T-Fr.   VTR Convention, Ypsilanti, MI

Sept.  11-3 Th-Sa.   Six Pack TRials, Townsend, TN
*not the fi rst Sunday
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A LITTLE BS FROM BS

NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE 
BUSTED KNUCKLE GARAGE

BY BOB “SUDS” STREEPY

January, while not necessarily 
an idyllic time to drive an aging 
roadster in the heartland, is a 

month well-suited reflection. The 
Roman god Janus was envisioned 
as two headed, enabling him to 
peer into the past and gaze into the 
future simultaneously. His namesake 
month is a good time for doing just 
that, mulling over the previous 12 
months and speculating as to what 
the new year holds. Old 2007 cer-
tainly was chocked full of activities 

as far as ISOA was concerned. A 
quick check of the photo collage on 
page two shows just the tip of the 
iceberg, so to speak, of some events 
in which our club participated. We 
had parties, clinics, car shows, etc 
just about every other week for the 
entire year. In fact, the biggest dif-
fi culty your humble and obedient 
scribe encountered in assembling the 
graphic on page two was to limit it to 
only twenty photos. We had bowling 
parties, golf outings, stock car races, 
drive-in movies, cruise nights, and 
picnics going on. There were tech 
sessions on carbs, distributors, dif-
ferentials, transmissions, as well as 
rallies, autocrosses, and car shows 
both near and far. All in all, it was a 
pretty typical ISOA year in terms of a 
hectic schedule. We added some new 
members, lost a few, and kept our 
membership counts in triple digits 
and our treasury in the black.
 2008 promises more of the 
same. Plans are already in the works 
for caravans to Ohio for TRA, to 
Detroit for VTR, and to the Smok-
ies for the Six Pack TRials to attend 
national Triumph meets this year. 
The Big Bash is right around the 
corner and it promises to be one for 

the ages with the Spinal Tappets 
providing entertainment. It will most 
certainly set the tone for the entire 
year. 
 Jack Billimack has already 
prepared a list of activities for this 
year that includes virtually all of the 
events from the recent past, as well 
as a few new wrinkles that should 
add even more to an already crowded 
calendar. Expect to see listings for 
these events on page three of this 
fi shwrap with social, technical and 
driving events each month.
 The ISOA board is constantly 
looking at new ways to involve the 
membership. We are reevaluating the 
web page, looking into new subjects 
for tech sessions, and exploring other 
options for meeting topics etc. If you 
have any ideas, questions, comments, 
or great thoughts on these or any 
other ISOA related activities, please 
let the board know what’s on your 
mind. This is the time of year when 
the plans are kicked around and you 
might well have an idea for an activ-
ity that deserves consideration. We’d 
love to hear from you.
Happy New Year!!

Streep

MONTHLY MUMBLINGS

continued from page 1
occurred, since the sound resonated 
throughout the entire hamlet of Itasca. 
 In another part of the garage, Jay 

Holekamp exhibited the rotor from his Holekamp exhibited the rotor from his Holekamp exhibited the rotor from his 

TR4 oil pump which had seized during 
our October junket to the Southeast 
Regional VTR. [The pump’s failure 
necessitated leaving the car in Tennessee 
for a few weeks until Jay could return 
to retrieve it. He has since brought it 
back and removed the oil pan and pump 
to ascertain the damage, which was, 
thankfully, minimal He has since done 
considerable research on tractor motor oil 
pumps, which he plans to share with the 
membership on the pages of this newslet-
ter at a future date.] Greg Fantozzi also 
brought a laptop to show images of the 
progress of his TR6 restoration.

A r o u n d 
m i d d a y, 
the group 
broke for 
a  t a s t y 
lunch as 
prepared 
b y  B i g 
M a m a 
before returning to the garage or heading 
home for various “honey do’s” but not 
before having a few laughs and exchang-
ing some stories with one another, which, 
along with rebuilding a couple of hubs, is 
what these clinics are really all about.

continued from page 1
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MONTHLY MUMBLINGS

MOORE ON THE MARQUE
BY MARK “GUZZLER” MOORE

Last month 
w h e n  I 
wrote this 

column, I com-
mented on how 
we were enjoying 
a mild fall. My, 
how things have 

changed! I just come in from shoveling 
yet another snow fall off my driveway 
and I am wondering if I will ever get 
my TR4 out of the back garage. I would 
like to store it in the front garage so I 
can have more workspace. However, I 
got caught off guard by the fi st snowfall, 
and it just hasn’t had a chance to melt. 
We just keep getting more snow, and the 
unplowed alley is getting pretty deep. I 
don’t see the TR4 making that journey 
anytime soon.
 One of the great benefits of 
belonging to ISOA is that just because 
the weather goes south, it doesn’t mean 
that there isn’t anything to do till spring. 

This month alone there is the member-
ship meeting, a differential clinic, and the 
Big Bash. This year the internationally 
acclaimed garage band, Spinal Tappets, 
will be performing live at the Big Bash, 
making it the “must not miss” event of 
the season.  
 The whole year appears to be 
shaping up as a great one for car events. 
We have the usual local and regional 
shows; a great lineup of ISOA events 
and the 2008 VTR is close to home this 
year in close by Ypsilanti, Michigan. 
Hopefully, this will entice some of you 
who do not want to take a long road trip 
in your Triumph to come. I know some 
members are almost disappointed by the 
shorter distance since they look forward 
to the journey. For those members there 
is talk of a trip around the top of Lake 
Michigan just to add a little more chal-
lenge to the event. The rest of us will take 
advantage of the short travel distance. I’ll 
be saving my long trip of the year until 
fall when the 6-pack will be back at the 
Tail of the Dragon.
 Another event that will keep us 

busy is the TRANS-AMERICA charity 
drive 2009. That’s right a 2009 event will 
keep us busy in 2008. Joe “Stagmeister” 
Pawlak presented this idea to the board 
and membership at the last meeting, 
and everyone is excited to take on the 
challenge. The drive will take place in 
’09, but the organizers need to have a 
Stag ready for the drive. That’s where 
we come in.  Joe will coordinate a team 
of ISOA volunteers to restore the body 
and paint it. Other clubs will take care 
of restoring other parts of the car to 
complete the goal of having a car than 
make the 10,000-mile charity run trouble 
free. Joe will have more on this as things 
develop. The body and suspension will 
be the biggest project for any one club, 
but ISOA is the club that can do it.
 As you can see, there is no need 
to hibernate if you are an ISOA member. 
Spring will be here before we can have 
all our winter projects done as it is, and 
we are still going to pile on more club 
activities to keep you going.
‘Til Next Time

Guzzler

L
column, I com-
mented on how 
we were enjoying 
a mild fall. My, 
how things have 

Limited Edition 2008 ISOA Limited Edition 2008 ISOA 
Club Calendars now Available!!

Packed with photos of your favorite cars, if not your 
favorite people, the 2008 calendar features an excel-favorite people, the 2008 calendar features an excel-favorite people, the 2008 calendar features an excel-
lent assortment of the Triumph range, including -  a 
TR3, 2 TR4s, 2 TR6s, a TR250, a TR7, 3 Spitfi res, a 
2000 Roadster, and a Triumph Courier Delivery Van, 
along with several group shots. This spiral bound 8 
1/2 by 11 full colour publication will make a great 
addition to any home, offi ce, or better yet, garage! 
Only $7.00 each, or three for $20, additional quantity 

discounts are available. Calendars will be avail-
able at the January meeting or by mail. [Add 
$2.00 to cover postage and handling for mail 

orders.] For further details, contact Joe Pawlak at 
847/683-4184 or email stagfi re6573@foxvalley.net.

Any proceeds after covering printing expenses Any proceeds after covering printing expenses 
wi l l  be  donated to  the  ISOA Tool  Fund.
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CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE 
FAR WESTERN SUBURBSFAR WESTERN SUBURBSFAR

TEXT & GRAPHICS BY GLORIA CAPETTO

On Friday, 
11/26/07, 
w e  t o o k 

our first breakfast 
run. Where were 
you guys????? We 
ended up going 
with a Harley couple 

(friends of ours). We drove from Pueblo 
West, Colorado, down highway 50 to 
have breakfast at the Adobe Mexican 
Restaurant in Canon City. Yummy 
food.
 From there we headed out to 
Skyline Road. This road is one lane and 
one way---thank God!! It is in Canon 
City and off US 50. There are no sides 
to the road, but the views are fantastic, 
[all the way to Kansas!], and, on the 
other side, great views of the mountains. 
I have to admit I didn’t like this road...a 
little too scary for me (Queenie is afraid 
of heights), so now you know the rest of 
the story. We headed towards Wetland, 
Colorado, via Florence on US 115.

  The day was 75 degrees and 
sunny. A perfect day to ride. ‘Red’, my 
little Triumph, drove like a dream...seems 
to like the altitude. We then turned on US 
96. The trees were changing colors, and 
by the time we changed directions to go 
up into the mountains, there was a little 
snow on the sides of the road but still 
warm.
 The views and scenery were 
fantastic. It is so beautiful and such a 
great ride. Through the mountains and 
valleys, there were huge ranches with 
multi-million dollar homes. By the way, 
some are for sale! 

 At US 69 we turned north and 
wound our way around to highway 50 at 
Texas Creek, Co. Great winding roads, 
phenomenal views, great roads...who 
could ask for anything more? Following 
US 50 along the Arkansas River was truly 
wonderful.
 The river, which is like a large 
stream, was beautiful. There were anglers 
fi shing off the roadsides and camping - 
with potties. We now have a day trip for 
all of you who want to come next time.
 The entire time we kept saying 

how much our car club would enjoy this. 
Every other week we have a breakfast run 
scheduled to fi nd more and more great 
rides. Sure wish you all were here to 
enjoy it with us. It is very de-stressing!
 We miss you all. Make sure 
you visit us on your runs out this way! 
Schedule a couple of extra days here to 
enjoy the area. I would say to try to wait 
six weeks or so until we can get into our 
house. Pictures do not due it justice, but 
I have attached some.
 We are looking forward to our 
next ride - a lunch trip to Lake Isabelle 
in the mountains.  It is scheduled for 
November 4th.
Hi to all.

Queenie and Chopper
Foreign Correspondents 

READER CON “TR” IBUTIONS

ISOA TECHNICAL EXSPURTS

TR3 Bill “Whizmo” Pyle
 630/773 4806

TR4  Pat “PowerBuldge” 
 Lobdell
 219/942 1263

TR4A Steve “Drippy” Yott
 262/997-0701

TR250 Tim “Yacker” Smith 
 630/428 2620

TR6  Jeff “Stalker” Rust
(Early) 815/874 5623

TR6 Irv “Elwood” Korey
(Late) 847/831 2809

TR7 Phil “Factor” Fox 
 630/662 7721

TR8 Tim “Tool Man” Buja
 815/332 3119

Spitfi re - Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak
 847/683-9683

GT6 Dave “Snake” Shedor
 847/9375078

Stag Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak  
 847/683-9683

Machinist Bob “Opera Man” 
 Crowley 
 630/355 2170

KeyMaster Bob “Senile” Donile
 630/837 3721

Electrical Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak
Paint, Body,  847/683-9683
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ISOA PHILANTHROPY PROJECT

The ISOA board has accepted an 
invitation to participate in the 
Trans-America Charity Drive. 

This is an activity to raise money for 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorders, a 
mental illness afflicting victims of 
sexual assault, attempted homicide, 
acts of extreme violence and members 
of police, fi re departments who have 
been traumatized. Large numbers of 
former military personnel also suffer 
from this condition and will be helped 
by this charity too. Chief organizer, 
John Macartney, has already raised more 
than $100,000.00 in various fund raising 
charities and the British Reliability Runs 
that have been organized over the last 
few years are patterned after his model.
 This event will take place from 
mid-July to October of 2009 and will 
cover between 8-11,000 miles in North 
America. The event is the brainchild of 
UK Triumph enthusiast John Macart-
ney, whose prose has graced the pages 
of SNIC BRAAAPP on more than one 
occasion. Both John and his late father 
were employed at Standard-Triumph. 
John has written extensively about 
our favorite cars and his book, In the 
Shadow of my Father, was a sellout in 
its fi rst year. He his also the patron of 
the Macartney Award, which is annu-
ally presented by VTR to the member 
whose car best represents the marque.
 The goal of this philanthropy is 
to drive a Triumph [A Stag was chosen 
on the basis of providing the most 
creature comforts on a cross-country 
journey] coast-to-coast, visiting VTR 
chapters along the way. The plan is to 
begin in Florida and to complete the trip 
at the VTR convention in California.
 The organizers plan to donate 

the money that they raise to British, 
Canadian, and American charities. The 
VTR Magazine and Triumph World 
will be running feature stories on the 
event and this newsletter will publish 
updates as they become available.
 Our club’s role in this cause will 
be to provide the labor needed to restore 
the body of a Triumph Stag. An interest 
free loan to buy the car and provide the 
necessary materials to perfrom the body 
and paintwork has already been secured. 
 The project manager for our 
club’s task will be ISOA newsletter 
editor emeritus, past president, current 
publisher, and all around tech maven 
Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak. Joe, who is 
also the current president of the Stag 

Club, will help in sourcing a suitable 
car, and he has offered his garage as they 
primary staging area for the work to take 
place. Other clubs will be providing the 
labor for engine rebuilds, etc. and the 
whole car should be completed within 
a year, an ambitious task to be sure, 
but one that Joe feels is possible with a 
concerted effort from our membership.
 We hope to publish a month-by-
month account of the progress on this 
car, as well as updates on the overall. 
Stay tuned for more information as it 
becomes available. For further informa-
tion, click on www.triumphtransam-
erica.org.uk or email standardtriumph
@btinternet.com. You can also call Joe 
for additional details at 847/6834184. 
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 ACROSS 

 2  Nearest community to 
 Vintage Wings & Wheels
 Museum .[two words]. 

 6  Driver of yellow Spitfire at 
 Champaign British Car
 Show. [two words] 

 9  Site of annual "White Trash" 
 extravaganza. 

 10  Restaurant attended by 
 movie night goers before
 going to the show. 

 12  WI resort  village that hosts 
 a poker rally to benefit the
 Amerixcan Cancer Society.
 [two words] 

 14  Chicago _______ and 
 breweries were the theme
 of the 2007 Outer Drive
 Heroes Rally. 

 19  Theme of ISOA picnic at 
 which members drove one
 another's cars. 

 22  Oldest brewery in North 
 America toured by Six Pack 
 attendees. 

 26  Host site of the TR Fore 
 ISOA golf outing. 

 27  Band that entertained at 
 BCU in 2007. [two words] 

 28  Acronym given to 2007 
 Southeast Regional VTR. 

 30  Suburb which hosted the 
 2007 "Highland Games." 

 31  NY site of TRA convention. 
 [two words]. 

 DOWN 

 1  Editor of April issue of 
 newsletter 

 3  ______ Island where 
 Maestro auctioned off his
 Healy. 

 4  French battlefield that was 
 the namesake of Col.
 McCormick's estate and site 
 of car show. 

 5  Island in GA that was site of 
 regional VTR. 

 7  Village which sponsored 
 Friday night cruise night
 where Spinal Tappets

 played. 
 8  Organizer of "TR Fore" Golf 

 outing. 
 11  Location of international 

 headquarters of "Barristers
 for a Buck." 

 13  PA host site of 2007 VTR 
 convention. [two words] 

 15  Acronym for the May sports 
 cars races at Elkhart
 featuring Triumphs,
 Morgans and Healys. 

 16  Recipeient of the 2006 
 ISOA Ray Henderson
 Member of the Year Award.
 [two words] 

 17  Location of ChiTown Cruise 
 in. [two words] 

 18  Star of movie shown to 
 ISOAers at cascade Drive
 In. 

 20  Winner of 2007 Best of 
 Show at the Chili party. [two 
 words] 

 21  Raceway that was the site 
 the annual ISOA campout in 
 June. [two words] 

 23  _____ Lanes - Site of the 
 2007 bowling party. [two
 words] 

 24  Name of British car show 
 held in quad cities 

 25  Host site of annual 
 Wisconsin British Car Field
 day. 

 29  Country whose gallon was 
 74% of an imperial gallon. 

2007 ISOA Events Crossword 
Solution on page 17
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ADVICE TO THE SHOPWORN

ANNUAL ISOA CHILIFESTANNUAL ISOA CHILIFEST
The annual rite of spring known and loved as the ISOA Chili Fest 
will be held on Saturday, March 15th at the home of Jerry and Sandy 
Hurst at 3103 Westgate Lane, Joliet. Whip up a vat of your favorite 
chili recipe and bring it to Joliet. Things get under way around 3:00 
PM and will last until the beano wears off. RSVP 815/436-3236.

Sir Bentley Haynes, a distinguished man of letters with an extensive background in British automotive 
engineering, has graciously offered to provide the members of ISOA with free technical support in 
order to keep our Triumphs on the road. His resume was outlined in the April issue of Snicc Braappp. 
Due to the unusually high volume of questions from ISOA members, he has requested that all technical 
inquiries be screened and forwarded to him by way of the secretary of ISOA using the digest mode; 
He is not able respond to direct questions, but your letters are very important to him, and they may 
be monitored by Scotland Yard for quality control. E-Mail him at: trstreep@sbcglobal.net.

Dear Sir Bentley,Dear Sir Bentley,
 I have “acquired” a number of 
Triumph Acclaims, which I suspect hold 
the keys to the ruination of the Triumph 
marque. I know that if I can somehow 
manage to get these cars running, I can 
find out what happened to cause the 
company to collapse. I have these cars 
stored  in an undisclosed site. [I cannot 
divulge the name, but it rhymes with 
“Don Geronimo.”] It is my objective to 
“extract” from these cars such informa-
tion as will reveal their role in the fall of 
the Triumph Company, but I am having a 
very diffi cult time getting them to come 
forth with the information that I need. 
 Try as I might, I cannot get any 
of these cars to go into the right gear so 
that I can get at the intelligence I want. 
I am not necessarily encumbered by any 
particular regulations or laws, and if I 
do a modest amount of damage here and 
there, it’s worth it in the long run. After 
all, these were essentially throwaway 
cars so no one will miss them, so  if a 
few of them get damaged in the process, 
no one of consequence will mind.. 
 Anything you suggest that would 
help me get to the “truth,” will be greatly 
appreciated.

Name withheld by Request
Washington DC

Dear Mr. Mukaskey,

 While there are  While there are 
many who concur 
that the end jus-
tifies the means 
in getting a con-
fession, I mean 
combustion, from 
an uncoopera-

tive vehicle, I caution you that you may 
well be traveling down a slippery slope 
when you use extreme measures to get 
a Triumph Acclaim to go into gear. The 
potential side effects of forcing it could 
lead to the permanent demise of the 
vehicle. That being said, I do have one 
especial course of action that may help 
achieve you your objective, assuming you 
are prepared for the possible negative 
consequences. 
 This technique involves extract-
ing the circuit board from the car’s 
inboard computer. It is imperative that 
you NOT isolate the battery before com-
mencing. After removing the board, soak 
it in a solution of one part hydrogen and 
two parts oxygen. The resulting solution 
will produce a clear liquid. The following 
step is critical: only allow the board to only allow the board to 
remain submerged for three minutesremain submerged for three minutes. 
[If you submerge it any longer, you most 
certainly permanently fl ood the engine to 
the point that it will die and thus not give 
you the information you wish.] Clean 
the board with dementholated paraffi n 
spirits and use the eraser from a number 

2 pencil, preferably a Ticonderoga, to 2 pencil, preferably a Ticonderoga, to 
remove any residue from the contacts. 
Then reinsert the board into the computer 
and turn the ignition key. The car should 
start immediately and it should engage 
into the proper gear with no resistance. 
Once in gear, you may access the memory 
chip in the black box stored in the boot 
area to reveal any information you 
desire. 
 I would heartily recommend that 
you videotape this entire operation so 
that if you should ever need to retrace 
your steps, you’ll have visual documenta-
tion of exactly what you have or haven’t 
done. Be sure to keep the tape in a safe 
place so that if you want to replay for 
anyone who might wish to verify that you 
have done nothing wrong in your seeking 
of the truth will have indisputable proof 
of your actions.
 You should be advised, that while 
you have not disclosed the location of 
these cars, there are numerous munici-
pal, state and national governments 
which forbid the use of this procedure, 
so unless you feel that you are above the 
law and need not adhere to the protocol 
agreed upon by the Society of Automotive 
Engineers at the Lake Geneva Conven-
tion, you should abstain from using it.

Happy Truth Seeking, 
BH
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SE REGIONAL VTR II

 A FALL ROAD TRIP TO THE SOUTH-
EASTER REGIONAL VTR - PART II

TEXT & GRAPHICS BY BOB “SUDS” STREEPY

Last month we chronicled our excur-
sion from the western suburbs to Jekyll 
Island, GA, to attend the 2007 Southeastern 
Regional VTR car show via the infamous 
“Tail of the Dragon.” In this installment, 
we conclude our account with a few dis-
connected scribblings of our return trip.

On Sunday, October 21st, after four 
days and three nights on Jekyll 
Island, Jay, Steve, Mark and I on 

the road before daybreak to begin our return 
trip to the Midwest. Cannoball, who you 
may recall, was forced to assume the role of 
passenger/navigator following the demise 
of his TR4 in TN, had mapped out a route 
consisting of secondary roads that took us 
through GA on a north, northwest slant. 
He had once traveled these very roads to 
administer the construction of numerous 
fast food eateries [immediately recogniz-
able by their golden arches] that now dot 
the countryside, and his familiarity with 
the region proved invaluable. He selected 
mostly lightly traveled highways, and they 
proved to be an excellent choice through the 
sparsely populated region. The weather was 
great, the roads were in good condition, and 

the traffi c was very light, since most of the 
local population was apparently honoring the 
Sabbath to keep it holy. The only other cars 
we saw belonged to various local municipal 
constabularies, one of which was amusing 
itself by stopping all vehicles, including ours, 
to check the status of the operators’ licenses. 
I had visions of “In the Heat of the Night” 
when a stereotypical GA sheriff asked for 
my license and registration, but since Jay 
was able to act as interpreter, he explained, 
“They’s jes a bunch of fool Yankees what 
took a wrong turn off the hard road and 
Ah’m a-showin’  ‘em how to git back on 95.”

 By late afternoon we had exited GA 
and were in North Carolina. The topography 
quickly changed, and the level changes 
became much more frequent and dramatic. 
As we left Franklin, NC, we got on state 
Hwy 28, the same road that we had taken 
after we got off the Tail of the Dragon. It 
started out pretty normally, but soon we 
found ourselves taking acute angle switch-
backs and dipping and climbing with ever 
increasing regularity; in short – it was a blast. 
 Steve was in the lead, followed 
by Mark, and then me. I noticed a group 
of crotch rockets closing in us, despite the 
fact that we were “pushing the envelope” in 
terms of our pace. Steve obviously saw them 
coming up on us too, and he elected to “do the 
right thing” and pull over to let them by. The 
predicament was that on this stretch of road, 
he couldn’t see far enough in front to tell 
where a good place to pull over was. Eventu-
ally, he noticed such a spot, and pulled over 
onto the grass. Unfortunately, even though 
the sun was shining brightly on the asphalt 
road, the grass had not been exposed to any 

 A FALL ROAD TRIP TO THE SOUTH- the traffi c was very light, since most of the  By late afternoon we had exited GA 
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of Sol’s rays, and it was quite wet, and hence, 
extremely slick. Steve applied his brakes to 
absolutely no avail and went skidding on the 
grass, narrowly missing a road sign and an 
outcrop of rocks. Fortunately, no harm was 
done to the car, and, after a quick change of 
underpants, Steve [and Jay] were back in the 
car and ready to proceed. In the end, we were 
able to chuckle over the incident, since no 
harm was done, but, nevertheless, it seemed 
as if our pace was a bit more subdued from 
that point on. The entire episode proved 
to be yet another in the ongoing litany of 
the “no good deed goes unpunished” fi le.
 We rolled into Robbinsville, NC, in 
late afternoon. We had covered a little over 
400 miles, and it was time to call it a day. The 
motel where Jay had made a reservation was 
a throwback to the fi fties. It was owned and 
operated by local folks [whose last name was 
not Patel] since 1967 and while not featuring 
all the latest amenities, was clean and in excel-
lent repair. It was nested in the foothills of the 
Smoky Mountains and was in close proximity 
to the Tail of the Dragon and the Chero-
hala Skyway, our destination for Monday.
 As we lingered in the parking lot 
bsing about the day’s drive, a BMW road 
bike pulled into the lot driven by Arthur 
Holekamp, Jay’s brother. Art had made 
the trip from his home in Chattanooga to 
spend the night and to accompany us on 
the Skyway the following morning. He had 
just completed a ride along the T.O.D. and 

he commented that making the 11-mile run 
on a Sunday afternoon was akin to driving 
the Dan Ryan in rush hour for amusement.
 We headed off to a barbeque eatery 
with a lot full of bikes. We fi gured that the 
bikers probably wouldn’t be there if the food 
wasn’t good, and we were right. They were 
inquisitive about our “lil furin’ cars,” and 
we enjoyed looking at the two wheelers. 
We rode around town a bit and headed back 

to the motel to watch a little football and 
shoot the breeze before calling it a night.
 It was quite a shock to the system, 
after being in 90° plus temps a day earlier to 
awaken to 40°. Apparently, it was a shock to 
Steve’s TR4, too. It appeared that the cool 
mountain air thickend his oil so much that it 
blew one of the oil cooler lines off of the oil 
fi lter. The ferule on that end was stripped and 
three quarts of Castrol 20-50,which had been 
in Steve’s sump, now adorned the parking lot 
of the Tuskegee Motel. The good news was 

that Jay had thought to bring some spare hose 
clamps to make the repair; the bad news was 
that they were in his TR4, some fi fty miles 
away. Mark headed off to an AutoZone in 
Robbinsville to get some oil, Oildry, and a 
couple of clamps, while the rest of us had 
coffee and hoped that the proprietor didn’t 
notify the local EPA that a bunch of fool Yan-
kees had dumped oil all over his parking lot.
 Mark returned with the sup-

plies, Steve made the repairs, and Jay 
did his best to erase the vestiges of our 
“Exxon-Valdez” episode. Soon we were 
off to what we hoped would be the high-
point of the trip – the Cherohala Skyway.
 This beautiful mountain highway, 
named after the Cherokee National Forest 
in Tennessee and the Nantahala National 

Forest in North Carolina, was in the plan-
ning and construction stages for more 
than 38 years. The Skyway was offi cially 
dedicated on October 12th, 1996. The 
elevation along the 51-mile stretch of road 
is above 5,400’ at its highest point. It winds 
over 6,000 foot mountains for 15 miles in 
North Carolina and descends another 21 
miles into the deeply forested backcountry 
of Tennessee. We had been told by sev-
eral of those in attendance at Jekyll Island 
that this road was equal to the Blue Ridge 
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Parkway, and it would enable us to actually Parkway, and it would enable us to actually Parkway, and it would enable us to actually 
save a little time over taking the T.O.D.
 We stopped for breakfast at a 
really nice place on the way called the Fon-
tana Village Resort, which had served as a 
base camp during the construction of the 
skyway and offered spectacular views, not 
to mention decent food at reasonable prices. 
Unfortunately, the unscheduled repairs to 
Steve’s car had put us a bit behind schedule, 
and as we neared the Skyway, the forecast, 
which had called for periods of showers, 
became ominously accurate. By the time 
we actually got on the road, it had begun to 
rain; not drizzle, but serious, steady, heavy, 
bone-drenching rain. Needless to say, the 
trip through the Cherohala Skyway became 
a latter day “Trail of Tears.” It’s interesting 
how something like a twisty-turney road 
that can be so much fun in clear weather 
can become downright scary in fog and 
rain. Somehow we survived the constant 
switching back on wet pavement, but at the 
price of considerable time. To add to our 
woes, our route called for secondary roads 
through Tennessee and Kentucky all day, and 
there was no interstate that could connect us 
directly to our destination; in effect, we had 
no choice but to continue on along roads that 
would have been great under nice condi-
tions, but now were downright treacherous.

 More than four inches of rain fell 
upon western TN & KY that day according to 
Weather Service, and I can testify that most of 
it wound up fi nding its way onto our caravan. 
It was after 8:00 PM when we fi nally checked 
into our motel in Ratcliff, KY, for our last 
night on the road. Our original plan had been 
to arrive early enough on Monday to visit 
the Patton Museum. The rain had made that 
impossible, so we decided over dinner to post-
pone our visit until the following morning.
 The Patton Museum of Cavalry 
and Armor is one of the largest museums in 
the Army museum system. It was dedicated 
in 1949 and moved to its current location 
in 1972, where it has undergone several 
expansions. It displays some early Fort 

Knox memorabilia, but its most striking 
exhibits include an extensive collection 
of WW I, WW II, Korean War, Viet Nam, 
and Middle Eastern tanks. There is also a 
special section for its namesake – George 
S. Patton - that includes many items from 
his private life as well as some of the more 
famous accouterments associated with one 
of the most fl amboyant and successful fi eld 
leaders of the Second World War. Among 
other things, his ivory handled pistol, his 
riding saddle, his staff car, his customized 
Jeep, and his mobile fi eld offi ce are on view.

 On the grounds of the museum 
there are also some 20 examples of tanks and 
military combat vehicles on display. We spent 
more than an hour viewing the museum, and 
we all agreed that the stop was well worth it.
 From Fort Knox, it was back to the 
Prairie State by way of Indiana. We headed 
up I-65 [our fi rst interstate since Georgia, and 
somewhat of a pleasant contrast following 
our several hundred miles of wet two-laned 
blacktops] to Indy and then headed west 
to Champaign before heading north. We 

estimated that we would be back in DuPage estimated that we would be back in DuPage 
County around rush hour, so we opted for 
Hwy 47 vs. I-57 to try to avoid congestion 
along the Tri-State. Mark would continue west 
on I-74 to take I-39 back to Rockford, while 
Steve and I would turn right  at Mahomet. 
Somehow, our CBs failed us simultaneously, 
and we got separated at the interchange 
of 57 and 74. I followed the agreed upon 
itinerary in hopes that Steve and Jay would 
catch up, but unbeknownst to me, the other 
oil cooler line on Steve had come loose, and 
he had to stop to make an emergency repair. 
 I dropped off Jay’s luggage in 
Wheaton and left a message with Mary for 
him to call me as soon as he got home. I 
rolled into the driveway at Snic Braaapp 
Towers just as the phone was ringing. It 
was Steve from his cell. He had just left 
Jay’s, and he explained his oil line diffi culty. 
Even with the time lost to the repair, he and 
Jay were only a few minutes behind me. 
 All in all, Lucille and I covered 2371 
miles in six days. We used 88 gallons of fuel 
ranging from 259.9 to 299.9 per gallon and 
averaged 26.5 MPG [Thank you Herman Van-
DanAkker] and consumed two quarts of oil.
 As we have observed on more than 
one occasion, it’s the journey, not the destina-
tion that makes Triumph travel so special. In 
this case, it was also the company. Despite the 
loss of one vehicle to mechanical issues and 
the extremely wet weather the last two days, 
raining out what was supposed to be one of the 
highlights of the journey, we still had a great 
time. While it did not surpass our trip to South 
Carolina the previous fall, I know I speak for 
each of us when I say we would certainly do 
it again, [although I suspect Jay might back 
it off a few RPM on the T.O.D. next time] 
At any rate, next year’s Six Pack TRials are 
scheduled for Townsend, TN, which is adja-
cent to both the Cherohala Skyway and the 
Tail of the Dragon, and it’s never too early 
to make your reservations; if you enjoy driv-
ing your Triumph the way it was intended 
to be driven, you won’t want to miss it.
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NEW TRIUMPH?

 The rebirth of the Triumph 
nameplate has been making the rounds 
of TR afi cionados since the demise of 
the marque back in the early 80’s, or so 
it seems. A year or so ago the Internet 
was fi lled with various postings about the 
renaissance of our beloved LBC, and the 
designation of Triumph as the featured 
marque at BMW’s “Euro Autofest” in 
2006 seemed like a natural time and 
place for Beemer to make the announce-
ment that we were all hoping for. Alas, as 
we all know too well, such was not the 
case. 
 In recent weeks, a new thread 
has surfaced on the net due in large 
part to an article that appeared in the 
UK Publication Auto Express. [To read 
the entire story, click on: http://www.
autoexpress.co.uk/news/autoexpress-
news/210892/triumph.html] Since this 
story seems somewhat credible, we posed 
the question of whether or not there may 
soon be a new Triumph introduced to the 
motoring marketplace to our UK Chief 
Correspondent and international bureau 
Chief, Tony Beadle, who has a deposit 
check made out to BMW for the new 
Triumph, should it ever be built. Here is 
his reply to our inquiry.

Hi Bob,
 As you can imagine, the Auto 
Express story has created quite a lot of 

fuss over here. However, a word of cau-
tion, Graham Robson has e-mailed me 
saying it is all a load of B****** It is 
made up from old info cobbled together 
from Wikipedia, etc. 
 I tried e-mailing AE but haven’t 
had any response.
 One US contact suggested that if 
BMW are behind this story then, given 
their usual 3 year development period 
between such ‘taster’ releases and cars 
being produced, the new TR would 
be launched at 2010 Frankfurt Motor 
Show as a 2011 model. Additionally, it 
was reckoned that a prototype could be 
displayed to the public in 2009 to take 
advantage of publicity from 50th Anni-
versary of Mini/MINI. 
 Personally, I think this seems to 
be based on previous story of TR concept 
car shown to USA MINI dealers some 
time ago. Problem was dealers liked car 
but were not prepared to pay to set up 
separate Triumph franchises alongside 
existing MINI or BMW sites, so it was 
suggested that the new sports car would 
be called ‘Triumph by MINI’ to allow it 
to be sold in established dealerships and 
benefi t from upmarket status on MINI 
brand in USA. 
 I did speak to a European rep-
resentative of BMW at London Motor 
Show in 2006 and asked him about 
Triumph. While he wouldn’t confi rm or 

deny anything, (I didn’t really expect him 
to!) he refused to rule out the possibility 
of BMW relaunching the TRiumph brand 
sometime in the future. 
 As far as I am aware, my name 
is still at the top of the waiting list with 
BMW/MINI dealer - will have to con-
fi rm, well, you can but hope...
 FYI here is my original e-mail to 
AE, sent before I received the suggestion 
about 2010 Frankfurt Motor Show:

NEW TRIUMPH

 There should be no problem 
over the BMW using the Triumph brand 
(Auto Express #982) as they retained the 
rights to the name when they sold MG 
Rover to the Phoenix consortium. At the 
press conference announcing the deal, 
John Towers said they wanted to buy the 
Triumph name, but BMW would not sell 
it. 
  

 The rebirth of the Triumph fuss over here. However, a word of cau- deny anything, (I didn’t really expect him 
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TRIUMPH - SPORT AND ELEGANCE
by Bill Piggottt

8 1/2 x 11 hardbound, 175 pp, published 
by Haynes Publishing, 2006, $29.95 

Bill Piggot is unquestionably one 
of the most prolifi c and respected, 
writers on Triumph sportscars. He 

was the registrar of the TR Register, a UK 
organization devoted to Triumphs,  for 25 
years, and is currently the group’s archi-
vist. His most recent offering, Triumph 
- Sport and Elegance may well be his 
best effort to date. The book chronicles 
the roots of the Triumph Company and 
follows its growth and development, 
and  ultimate demise. Unlike most of 
his previous books, which tend to focus 
on the TR series of cars, predominantly 
the sidescreens, this book includes the 
full range of automobiles that bore the 
Triumph emblem.
 He begins with a look back at the  
early days of Triumph under the leader-
ship of Siegrfi ed Bettman, and Piggot 
traces the evolution from motorcycle 
to motorcar in the post World War I 
years through the Roaring 20s, the Great 
Depression, and the destruction of the 
plant at the hands of the Luftwaffe. There 
are many fascinating graphics, which 
include very informative captions that 
often point out some details that might 
otherwise go unnoticed. 

 There are also frequent sidebars  There are also frequent sidebars  There are also frequent sidebars 
set off with different colored text boxes 
that elaborate on Triumph-related issues, 
i.e. the Standard Motor Company, Sir 
John Black, etc. He begins each chapter 
on a specifi c Triumph range with a page 
of technical data on each car to be cov-
ered which includes engine, transmission, 
suspension, etc, details. He also includes 
statistics on sales prices and sales vol-
umes per model. The chapters include: the 
Razor-Edge Era, the Herald family, The 
Triumph 2000 family, the front-wheel-
drive Triumphs, the Sidescreens, the TR4 
& 4A, the TR5, 250, & 6, Spitfi re, GT6, 
Stag, and TR7 & 8
  Each chapter is liberally illus-
trated with numerous color graphics and 
there are buying hints at the end of each 
segment that outline things to watch for 
when shopping for any of these cars and 
there are also driving impressions based 
on the author’s experience behind the 
wheel of  the car being profi led.
 Piggot’s writing style is very 
pleasant and is easily deciphered by North 
American readers. While aimed primarily 
at a UK audience, he successfully man-
ages to make his prose clear to those of ages to make his prose clear to those of 
us on the west side of the pond.
 I think that if I ever taught an 
introductory course in Triumphs, I would 
probably make this book the basic text. 
It is instructive and logically organized 
without being pedantic. It is not necessar-
ily all-inclusive, nor does it claim to be. 
It is, however, an extremely well-written 
and comprehensive chronicle of the cars, 
and the company that built them, that 
we all share an affi nity for, as does the 
author.
 On the literary sudsometer we 
give this one the full fi ve spanners.

SudsSuds

 The badge design shown on  The badge design shown on  The badge design shown on 
page 7 is from a Triumph motorcycle 
which was introduced on the Hinckley 
built bikes in 1990. It differs from the 
original badge used on both Triumph 
cars and motorcycles until 1936; that 
has the tail of the letter ‘R’ extended 
and curling around the back of the ‘H’ 
to join the crossbar. 
  The design shown on the con-
cept car number plates is neither one 
nor the other.
  When the Triumph motorcycle 
business was sold to Jack Sangster 
of Ariel on 22nd January, 1936, the 
motorcycles kept the original badge. 
From then on, Triumph cars used 
another design, with the name written 
in script and the end of the ‘h’ extended 
forward as an underline. (However, up 
until 1939 Triumph car chassis plates 
had the old logo, presumably because 
they were using up existing stock) The 
underlined Triumph badge appeared on 
the Roadster and Renown models intro-
duced by The Standard Motor Company 
in 1946. 
  It is also a matter of public 
record (see my editorial in the April/
May 2006 issue of Triumph World
magazine) that my name is at the top 
of the waiting list for the new Triumph. 
On 1st March 2006 my details were 
taken by offi cial BMW/MINI dealers 
Scotthall Ltd, then of Ruislip, now at 
Stanmore in Middlesex. 
  Bob, isn’t this fun? I guess we’ll 
just have to wait and see... 

Best Regards,

Tony Beadle
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From the time the itinerary of our 
just completed Chicago Sym-
phony European Tour was fi rst 

announced, I began to look at maps and 
various online sources to get some ideas 
about possible car-related activities. 
Here’s what I eventually came up with:

 Our fi rst stop was Torino, Italy.  
Our hotel, the Le Meridien Lingotto, 
and the concert hall where we played 
are both housed in what was once the 
Fiat factory. The 1 km long test track 
is still located on the roof – used now 
as a running track for hotel guests. Not 
just the home of Fiat, Torino is also the 
historic center of Italian coachbuilding.  

Pinanfarina offers a tour of its collection 
,and I was able to see many examples 
of their long-term collaborations with 
Ferrari and Alpha Romeo, as well as 
one-off designs for Honda, Volvo, and 
even Ford. I was surprised to learn that 
in addition to car designs, Pinanfarina 
has also designed espresso machines 

for Lavazza, cell phones for Motorola, 
and even the torch used in the 2006 
winter Olympic games held in Torino.
 About a week later, I found 
myself in Munich, Germany. While my 
initial plan had been to head immediately 
for the Oktoberfest, when looking at my 
local map I happened to see an ad for the 
BMW Museum. As it turns out, a new 
large BMW Museum will be opening 
next year. Presently, there is a tempo-

rary exhibit on the grounds of the 1972 
Olympics. This display, showcasing cars 
and motorcycles from throughout the 
entire BMW history, was small enough 
to get through relatively quickly, leaving 
time for a walk through the Olympic 
grounds. The new museum promises to 
be a different matter, as there are plans 
to have hundreds of cars on display.
 Our next tour stop was Paris 
where I didn’t do anything specif-
ically car related besides gawking 
at the huge numbers of Minis and 
Smart cars crammed into seemingly 
impossible small parking spaces.
 The last stop of the tour was 
London. The orchestra took the Euro-
star train from Paris through the “chun-
nel” to Waterloo station. Immediately 
upon arrival, I took the tube to a pub 
called “The Bung Hole” (really!) to 
meet the London area chapter of the 
Aston Martin Owners Club for lunch.
 Having decided to stay for 2  Having decided to stay for 2 

extra days after the group’s departure, 
I had done a lot of thinking on what I 
would do on my free day. Although the 
fi nal day of the Geneva Classics car show 
in Switzerland was a quick Easy Jet fl ight 
away, I opted to stay in England, espe-
cially since I had received an invitation 
from David Such, an AMOC member, to 
drive me down to the Goodwood Motor 
Circuit, about 2 hours south of London 

for their monthly “Breakfast Club” clas-
sic car gathering. The October theme 
was “Cooked in 60 Seconds,” and they 
were trying to get representative cars for 
all the cars featured in the fi lm Gone in 
60 Seconds.  I expected perhaps a few 
dozen cars in the parking lot. Imagine my 
surprise when we pulled into the parking 
area already full with hundreds of cars, 

many of them classics – and that was 
even before we got to the actual cars on 
display. There wasn’t any actual racing 
going on at the time, but they were offer-
ing trolley tours of the track. David, who 

From the time the itinerary of our 

CONCERTS AND CARS
TEXT & GRAPHICS BY 

PETER “MAESTRO” CONOVER
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races his Aston Martin V8 at Goodwood, 
said there really wasn’t much to see. 
Unlike Road America, Goodwood, like 
many English raceways, is built around an 
airfi eld and is, therefore, necessarily fl at.
 On my fi nal day in England, I 
planned to see a fellow just outside of 
Manchester who is selling off his stock 
of Aston Martin parts, in the hope that 
I could get a few of the missing pieces 
for my DB MkIII project. While making 
these plans, I realized I would be passing 
close to Newport Pagnell, the historic 
home of Aston Martin, and figured I 
could stop in for a visit on my way by.
 While production of new cars 
recently ended there in favor of a new 
plant, it is still where Works Service is, 
which interested me more. I was given a 
tour of the workshops, a fully contained 
facility for mechanical, body, and trim 
services. There were approximately 40 
cars being worked on, with about the 

same number waiting outside. Most 
of them were modern cars, DB7 (mid 
1990’s) on, but there were some vintage 
cars as well. Of the newer cars, there 
were some brand new cars having custom 
work done on them – one DB9 owner 
had decided he didn’t need the minimal 
back seats anymore and was paying 
Works Service to make customized 
storage compartments instead. Another 

owner was having a racing cage installed 
in his car, and yet another was having 
the paint resprayed as he had decided 
he “just didn’t care for that particular 
color!” Although I wasn’t permitted to 
take pictures inside the workshops, I 
was able to take some outside and of the 
historic buildings across the street that 
for many years served as the company’s 
headquarters and production buildings. 

Now that production of the Vantage, the 
last model to be built here, has fi nished, 
many of these buildings are soon to 
be torn down.   was glad to be able to 
see them before they’re gone forever, 
unlike the cars built here, which hope-
fully will see long and illustrious lives.

Maestro
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EVENTS OF IN “TR” EST

BIG BASH 2008
WHAT:  The Annual ISOA Party & Awards Night 

WHERE  DesPlaines Elk’s Club
   495 Lee Street, DesPlaines, IL [ph. 847/824-1526]

HOW MUCH: $30.00 per person

WHEN:  Saturday January 26th, 2008
   6:00 PM Cocktails [cash bar] & hors d’ourves
   7:00 PM Dinner

Musical Entertainment by the SPINAL TAPPETS!!
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Bring your check to the January meeting, or detach and mail by  January 12th to:

Sheri Pyle, 
320 N. Linden St., 
Itasca, IL. 60143

Choice of one of the following entrees: 

   •Baked Scrod Almondine  ______ [indicate how many]
   •Broiled Filet Mignon ______ [indicate how many]
   •Chicken Marsala  ______ [indicate how many]

Entres include Soup, Salad, Vegetable, Potato & Dessert

Name(s) ____________________________________  _____________________________________

Name(s) ____________________________________  _____________________________________

Twelfth Annual All British Swap Meet and Auto JumbleTwelfth Annual All British Swap Meet and Auto Jumble
Sunday, February 24, 2008 

8 AM to 3 PM
DuPage County Fairgrounds in Wheaton, Illinois

For additional information, contact Jim Evans (630) 858-8192 or Dave Mullis (630) 916-7358.
or e-mail: swapmeet@chicagolandmgclub.com 
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December ISOA MEETING 
NOTES, 

[In Case You Missed It]

Ma c k ’ s 
Golden 

P h e a s a n t 
welcomed nearly 
f i f t y  I S O A 
m e m b e r s  o n 
Sunday December 
2nd, despite the 
twin distractions 
of  a  la te  Bear 
game and arguably 
the worst weather 

in recent memory. Dave Stevens [TR3] 
of Hinsdale was the only fi rst timer in the 
audience.
 President Mark “Guzzler” Moore 
got the meeting under way at precisely 7:13 
[7:00 offi cial ISOA time] by introducing 
club offi cers in attendance. There was no 
project update that anyone cared to discuss, 
possibly in fear of receiving a dreaded 
Boomer nomination, or perhaps because no 
one had done any wrenching to speak of. 
Doug Larson did mention that he had recently 
traveled to South Carolina to acquire a 1974 
mallard green TR6 equipped with triple 
Zenith-Stromburg carbs. He described the 
car as having been very well restored and he 
is quite anxious to show it off.
 Joe Pawlak elaborated on the plans 
for ISOA’s involvement in the “Trans-
America Charity Drive” in 2009 [see page 
7 for additional information] and explained 
that our club would taking responsibility for 
the body and paintwork on the restoration of 
the Stag destined to make the 11,000 mile 
trip. Terri Underhill spoke of plans for the 
Big Bash and reminded those in attendance 
that the Spinal Tappets would be playing for 
their entertainment. 
 Dave Stevens spoke briefl y about 
the special run of Tractor motor Offenhauser 
valve covers that he had reproduced, using 
the original molds, which he had for sale to 
ISOA members. He brought one to display 
and immediately sold out his supply. [Ed 
Note: Don’t tell Mrs. Suds. I want to surprise 
her on Valentine’s Day. Sometimes I’m just 
too good to that woman].
 Joe Pawlak then took the mike 
again to speak briefl y about an impromptu 
welding clinic that he will be conducting on 

Peter Schopperly’s TR6 frame on Jan. 12 and 
invited anyone who might be interested to 
come to the famous Hampshire quarter horse 
and Triumph ranch to observe. Jack “Spuds” 
Billimack then reviewed numerous events on 
tap for the winter and spring. Among other 
things, he discussed the New Year’s Day 
Rally in Chicago, the diff clinic to be held at 
Kaplon’s in Orland Park [See map on page 18 
for directions], the gearbox clinic at Pyle’s, 
a bowling party in Wood Dale on Sat. Feb. 
23rd, the swap meet at the DuPage County 
Fairgrounds, the chili party at Hurst’s in 
March. He also mentioned that we were still 
in need of hosts for the carb and distributor 
clinic.
 Jim Aldridge, lead vocalist for 
Spinal Tappets, then favored us with an 
original song that he and I penned about a 
little known prototype Amphicar. The tune 
was entitled “The Wreck of the Triumph 
Spitz-Herald” and based on the response 
from the audience, may be encored at the 
bash. Next up was the main event of the 
evening, as it is each December – the election 
of board members for 2008. Sheri Pyle 
announced that she would not be seeking, nor 
would she accept, a nomination for a position 
on the board. [I guess after twenty years as 
an ISOA offi cer, she has certainly earned that 
right]  The nine members who will direct 
club activities for the coming year are: Jack 
Billimack, Tim Buja, Roman Hrynewicz, 
Kim Jensen, Irv Korey, Mark Moore, Mike 
Mueller, Joe Pawlak, and Bob Streepy. 
 Following a break, Greg Fantozzi 
mentioned that he had a TR6 transmission 
cover seal for sale, Dennis Delap said 
that he had a TR6 
block free to a 
good home, and 
Jack Billimack 
distributed a list 
of TR 3 & 4 body 
parts and a TR6 
Amco hardtop 
that he would 
like to practically 
give away in light 
of his upcoming 
move. Joe Kaplon 
mentioned that he 
was in the market 
for  a  Spi t f i re 
exhaust system. 
 M i k e 
Blonder won the 
December raffl e 

and now is the proud owner of a new steering 
wheel cover and several miscellaneous 
fine tools. The Peter M. Roberts award 
nominees were: Jim Aldridge for playing 
and singing before the break, Phil Fox for 
helping Sheri prepare for the hub clinic, 
and Mike Mueller, Mark Moore, Steve Yott, 
and Bob Streepy for helping remove the 
engine from Jay Holekamp’s TR4. [Jay also 
mentioned that the damage to his engine 
was minimal and that other than some new 
bearings [precautionary] and a new oil 
pump [mandatory], the rebuild should be 
very straightforward.] Screamer won the 
temporary custody of the coveted chalice, 
and more importantly, a complimentary 
beverage.
 The Boomer  nominee  went 
unanimously to Tim “Yacker” Smith. Tim 
had removed the fuel pump from his TR3 to 
clean out the sediment bowl and he clamped 
the soft fuel line shut to prevent wasting any 
precious petrol. He then installed the pump 
and drove off, at least for about a mile. At 
that point, he ran out of gas since he had 
forgotten to remove the 
forceps from the line.
 The meeting 
broke up around 9:30.
Begging your continued 
forbearance for any 
unintentional errors or 
omissions, I remain your 
humble and obedient 
scribe.

Suds

MEETING STUFF

 Solution: 

 B 
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 J  M  A  G 
 E  E  M  I  L  Y  K  A  P  L  O  N  D 
 K  R  B  I  T  E 
 Y  O  S  Y  C  A  M  O  R  E  L  A  U  G  U  S  T  I  N  O  S 
 L  S  U  I  S  G  H 
 L  A  K  E  G  E  N  E  V  A  C  T  A  V  E  R  N  S  M  N  S 

 L  A  E  B  D  O  Y  I 
 S  L  H  L  B  T  U  R  N  A  B  O  U  T  N 
 O  E  O  L  A  I  U  R  G 
 L  J  M  E  R  B  N  G  A  H 
 D  E  E  Y  U  E  N  G  L  I  N  G  W  L 
 I  N  H  R  F  E  A  O  A 
 E  N  E  S  O  T  C  O  R 

 S  R  Y  A  I  R  T  K  A  D  D  I  S  O  N 
 U  F  P  R  M  G  H  D  O 
 S  P  I  N  A  L  T  A  P  P  E  T  S  H  A  V  O  C  A  N 
 S  E  W  L  S  W  L  P 
 E  L  L  A  O  A  K  B  R  O  O  K  L  A  K  E  S  E  N  E  C  A 
 X  D  A  N  N  R 

 K  D  U 

Events Crossword Solution
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Dues for 2008 need to 
be paid by March, 31st. 
If you have joined since 
September, 2007, your 
membership for 2008 
is already taken care 

of. If you are unsure of your membership 
status, check with Tim “Toolman” Buja.

Dues for 2008 need to 

status, check with Tim “Toolman” Buja.

CLASSIFIEDS & GENERAL INFORMATION

Classifi ed Ads: The Illinois Sports Owners Association newsletter will accept classifi ed advertisements from members who 
wish to buy or sell Triumph cars, parts or miscellaneous related material. We will run ads, at no charge, for club members 
for ninety days. We also accept ads from non-ISOA private individuals who have cars, parts or related items that we deem 
of possible interest to our membership on a case-by-case basis. We do NOT accept advertising from commercial enterprises 
– even if those businesses are owned or operated by club members. If a Triumph related business hosts an event which we 
feel might be of interest to our membership, we will inform our readership of this occurrence, but this newsletter, its editors, 
and the board of directors do not endorse, recommend, or otherwise support, implicitly or explicitly, any commercial entity 
doing business in the Triumph-related domain.

For Sale: •1980 Spitfire, Blue with White interior, Ex 
Steve Percefi eld car, with many autocross improvements, 
Panasports, Spax shocks, mild road cam, EFI, distributorless 
ignition, GT-6 rotors & spindles, Toyota 4 piston calipers. 
Asking 4K. Mark@eFishers.com. PH 847-224-9871. [11/07]

Help Wanted: Immediate opening for apprentice scribe/word-
smith to help chronicle the progress of the Trans-America 
Charity Stag. Salary negotiable, [up to 75% of editor’s] 
No experience necessary. 1-2 paragraphs per month plus 
2-3 low quality digital images [stick fi gure drawings OK] 
Ph. 630/372-7565 or email trstreep@sbcglobal.net. [1/07]

For Sale 1979 TR7 Convertible. Good Body [per Larry 
Nolan] $500.00 Delivery available. 574/262-3459 [1/07]

Get a free birthday drink if you attend the general meeting 
(birthday must be on fi le with membership-chair)

New MembersNew Members
[memberships - 149; members - 216]

Rick & Linda Hartmann, 
22393 Woodland Lane, Frankfort, IL  60423-8969

H:(815) 806-9033 
76 TR6

Bobby Lathrop & Annie Davison
6S551 Naper Blvd Apt 5,Naperville, IL  60540-6068

H:(630) 778-0964, EMAIL: Robert.lathrop@yahoo.com
70 Spitfi re, 77 TR7

Brian Peek
19550 Everett Ln, Mokena, IL  60448-7873

H:(708) 479-6359   EMAIL: bpeektr8@aol.com
68 TR250

Coming in your February NewsletterComing in your February Newsletter

•Tony Beadle on “Breeding a better Pig” •Rear End •Tony Beadle on “Breeding a better Pig” •Rear End 
Clinic •Flash Braaapp 1998 •Spot Lite on Spitfire Mk III Clinic •Flash Braaapp 1998 •Spot Lite on Spitfire Mk III 
•Streepy on Peter Egan’s “Leanings”- Lots of other stuff•Streepy on Peter Egan’s “Leanings”- Lots of other stuff

Dave Lushin 01/04
Brian Peek 01/04
Jordon Varichak 01/05
Bonnie Bulfer 01/06
Josephine Barrett 01/07
Jeff Rust 01/08

Kathy Pawlak 01/11
Mike Konopka 01/18
Dennis Hill 01/22
Rick Paulsen 01/23
Ken Briegel 01/24

Map to Diff Clinic. Note, now that the 355 exten-
sion is completed, you can take it all the way to 159th St

•Tony Beadle on “Breeding a better Pig” •Rear End 
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TR “CHIVE” CLASSIC GRAPHICS

ISOA ON THE INTERNET

You can always get the latest news directly from the ISOA web site. http://www.snic-braaapp.org To subscribe  
to the ISOA electronic mailing, list buja@insightbb.com

ONLINE ROSTER ACCESS INFO

ISOA ON THE INTERNETISOA ON THE INTERNETISOA ON THE INTERNET
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ONCE RACING GOT IN UNCLE JACK’S BLOOD, THE SEASON NEVER ENDS.

c/o Bob Streepy
850 Kent Circle
Bartlett, IL 60103

Snic 
Braaapp

THE REAR VIEW MIRROR 


